Alberto García-Alix “From where there is no return”

Alberto García-Alix fills his oeuvre with emotions and stories to demonstrate his own specific view of life – the photographer reflects life around him but is not indifferent to its manifestations, which acquire remarkable expressive power when interpreted through his camera.

Art critics often refer to the epic dimensions of García-Alix's photographs and his distinctive mythology told in the first person, a terrestrial mythology tied to the asphalt. This retrospective exhibition is an opportunity to trace the photographer's development: from his first works of the early 1980s – featuring the area where he was born, his friends and Madrid through a 35 mm camera – to the transition to medium format, which García-Alix uses for portraits charged with inner tension and narrative landscapes. In the last few years his style has acquired maturity: rounded formats, nude self-portraits, categorical and unequivocal close-ups and landscapes that reveal parallel realities. We see the poetry of the image through the eyes of an artist.

Today García-Alix, following the spirit of the times, recognises the dangerous role of photography as an 'all-powerful medium'. In his text 'From Where There Is No Return' he muses: 'a collection of portraits is actually an assembly of future corpses'. Another interesting concept is his perception of the photographer as a collector of subjects, situations and life stories who is constantly searching for the magic formula to rescue life from time… The viewer can't help thinking of unreal circumstances in which the artist makes his choice and thereby admits us to the realm of the obsessive collector. Insatiable curiosity propels him into an abyss that distinguishes reality from image. In his laboratory García-Alix ponders over the reality he sees portrayed on the negatives: a re-encounter with the subject-model and the start of a dialogue with the image. Such communication has an almost supernatural ability to outlast time.
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